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REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1945 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  C OMMITTEE 
GENTLEMEN, 

I heg  to  present  my  report  for  the  year  1945. 


Population  - The  official  figures  given  are  25,04-0, 
deducting  2,577  {the  number  of  patients  in  the  West  Riding  I Intal 
Hospital  at  Menston)  we  get  22,665  for  the  district,  169  less  than 
the  previous  year. 


Birth-rate  - There  were  451  live  births  - 219  boys  and 
212  girls  of  whom  32  were  illegitimate.  This  gives  a live  birth- 
rate of  19*02  per  thousand  of  the  population  against  21*91  in  1944. 
The  rate  for  towns  of  between  25,000  and  50,000  inhabitants  was 
19*2.  There  were  10  still  births,  5 boys  and.  5 girls  equal  to 
a rate  of  *44  per  thousand  of  the  population.  ■ The  rate  for  towns 
of  between  25,000  and  50,000  inhabitants  was  *55. 


Death-rate  - the  deaths  registered  numbered  508,  149 
males  and  159  females,  giving  a death-rate  of  13*59  per  thousand  of 
the  population  against  11*61  for  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for 
similarly  sized  towns  in  the  Country  was  18*3. 


Infant  death-rate  - There  were  25  deaths  in  infants  under 
a year  old  - 12  boj^s  and  13  girls,  giving  an  infant  mortality 
rate  of  58*0  per  thousand  live  births  against  36*8  for  1944. 

The  rate  for  corresponding  sized  towns  in  the  Country  was  43. 
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The  following  are  the  certified  causes  of  death: 


Tuberculosis  - Respiratory 

Tuberculosis  - other  forms 

Syphilitic  diseases 

Measles 

Cancer  of  Buccal  cavity 

Ce  sophagus  & uterus 

Cancer  of  Stomach  & duodenum. * 

Cancer  of  breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites 

Intra  cranial  vascular  lesions 

Heart  disease 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system. . 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

Ulcer  of  stomach  & duodenum 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years).. 

Other  digestive  diseases 

Nephritis 

Premature  birth 

Defects  at  birth  and  birth  injuries... 

Suicide 

Road  traffic  accidents 

Other  violent  causes 

All  other  Causes 


1 

Female 

Tot  a] 

7 

3 

10 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

1 

1 

+4 

1 

2 

2 

4 

4- 

4 

8 

1 

1 

20 

14 

34 

13 

15 

28 

50 

51 

101 

2 

6 

& 

13 

13 

26 

5 

7 

12 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

4 

1 

3 

4 

3 

4 

7 

2 

5 

7 

4 

4 

8 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

- 

1 

4 

1 

5 

10 

19 

29 
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The  usual  tables  are  appended. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


(Signed)  ALEC  MUSCHAilP 


. : ■ i h ' 


- -<  .. 


>.  J U - . . 


80  0 


V.  CJ 


j:o) 


4. 

REPORT 
of  the 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


FOR  THE  YEAR,  1945. 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 
Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  ray  ninth  Annual 
Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1945. 


As  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  the  statistics 
and  reports  have  been  abbreviated  and  many  charts  and  factors 
have  been  omitted. 


The  amount  of  salvage  collected  was  less  than  the 
previous  year  with  a decline  In  sale  value  of  £312,  this  was 
chiefly  due  to  a drop  in  collection  of  waste  paper  from  184  tons 
in  1944  to  157  tone  in  1945, 


The  question  of  deposits  due  to  alumina,  silica,  and 
manganese  in  the  water  service  pipes  on  the  Yeadon  Waterworks 
supply  has  been  one  of  the  chief  items  of  investigation  during 
the  year. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  proposals  put  forward  by  the 
Directors  of  the  Yeadon  Waterworks  Company  to  install  a Pilot 
plant  on  an  experimental  basis  will  eventually  prove  a solution 
to  this  long  outstanding  complaint# 
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We  also  hope  that  the  future  improvements  and 
developments  which  this  Company  propose  to  make,  viz:- 
completion  of  'West  Carlton  Borehole  and  pumping  plant,  new 
filtration  and  softening  plant  for  the  bore  hole  water  in 
Yeadon,  new  impounding  reservoir  situate  at  Hawksworth,  new 
trunk  mains  from  Hawksworth  to  Yeadon  and  Rawdon  to  iYpperley 
Bridge  will  soon  be  undertaken  so  as  to  improve  the  water 
supply  to  the  areas  concerned. 


May  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  you 
Mr.  Chairman  and  Members  for  your  kind  co-operation  in  all 
matters  relating  to  ny  department,  while  I should  like  to 
express  my  appreciation  to  the  members  of  my  staff  for  their 
loyal  support  during  the  year. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
(Signed)  JYMES  IYRJUR 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Mean  height  above  sea  level,  feet  ...  ...  . 612 

.urea  m acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  • • * ...  6,802 

Estimated  population  (including  2,377  in  the 

West  Riding  Mental  Hospital)  ...  25', 04-0 

Density  of  population  per  acre  3*63 

Number  of  houses  7,839 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


(including  West  Riding  Mental 
(excluding  West  Riding  Mental 

Rateable  value  

Product  of  a penny  rate  ... 

V I T L S T A 


Birthrate 

Births  (live)  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Births  (still)  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Infant  deaths  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Deaths 

Deaths  from:- 
Cancer 

Puerperal  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 
Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 


Hospital ) 

* ♦ • 

3*19 

Hospital ) 

• • • 

2*89 

• • • • • • 

...  £150,255 

• • • • • • 

9 ( • 

£593 

? I S T I C S. 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

198 

201 

399 

21 

11 

32 

219 

212 

431 

5 

5 

10 

5 

5 

10 

11 

12 

23 

1 

1 

2 

12 

13 

25 

Males 

Females 

Total 

149 

159 

308 

26 

21 

47 

1 

3 

4 

1 

** 

1 

28 

24 

52 
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S U M M ARY  OF  VITAL  ST  A T I S T I C S 


Birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ... 
Still  birth-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 
Death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ... 
Respiratory  death-rate  (apart  from  Tuberculosis) 
Respiratory  tuberculosis  death-rate  ...  ... 
Death-rate  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  ... 
Tuberculosis  death-rate  (all  forms)  ...  ... 
Death-rate  from  cancer  ...  ...  


19?02 
•44 
13*59 
1*76 
• 44 
•09 
•53 
2 • 07 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Sepsis. 

Death-rate  from  puerperal  sepsis  per  1,000  births  ...  Nil 

Death-rate  from  other  puerperal  causes  per  1,000  births  Nil 

Death-rate  in  Infants  under  a year  old. 

All  infants  per  thousand  live  births  ...  ...  ...  58*0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  *09 


8 


/ ' 


NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were 
received:- 


District 

West  Riding 

Removed  to 

Proper 

Mental  Hospital 

Forces 

Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

67 

2 

69 

Diphtheria 

? 

2 

- 

7 

Erysipelas . 

6 

5 

1 

7 

Measles 

381 

- 

- 

- 

Who oping  Cough .... 

39 

•T 

- 

- 

Dysentery , , . 

3 

65 

2 

- 

Malaria 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Pneumonia 

-5 

6 

- 

- 

Scabies 

1 

- 

- 

Inf.  Hepatitis.... 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Gastro  Enteritis.. 
Cerebro  Spinal 

1 

mm 

' Meningitis.. 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Para-typhoid 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

- 

1 

— 

— 

/ 

f 

511 

79 

11 

84 

Tuberculosis  Notifications. 


District 

'Proper” 


Respiratory 36 

Other  forms 7 


f.  rr 


West  Riding 

Mental  hospital  Forces 
14  2 
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During  the  first  quarter  there  were  51  cases  of  Dysentery 
at  the  Menston  Mental  Hospital  and  over  400  cases  of  gastric 
enteritis,  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  cause  of  the  outbreak 
hut  no  trace  of  the  origin  of  the  infection  was  found,  all 
necessary  precautions  were  made  and  samples  taken. 

Dr.  Forsyth  of  tho  Ministry  of  Health  attended  to  make 
inquiries  into  the  outbreak  and  the  precautions  taken  were  quite 
satisfactory  to  him. 

There  was  a widespread  outbreak  of  Measles  in  the  first 
four  to  five  months  of  the  year.  There  was  one  death  therefrom. 

The  immunisation  campaign  was  kept  well  to  the  fore,  and 
the  success  thereof  is  reflected  in  the  number  of  cases  reported 
in  the  district,  viz:-  seven,  of  which  one  case  had  been 
immunised  and  which  case  proved  to  be  of  only  a mild  character. 

Treatment  of  cases  of  Scabies  at  the  baths  at  Burley  in 
Wharfedale  was  terminated  due  to  Ilkley  Urban  District  Council 
closing  down  same,  arrangements  were  made  with  the  West  Hiding 
County  Council  for  the  cases  to  be  treated  at  the  Otley  County 
Hospital. 

AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  Committee  gave  every  consideration  to  the  formation  of 
a free  ambulance  service  in  the  district  to  the  public. 

Meetings  were  attended  in  conjunction  with  the  West  Hiding 
County  Council,  Horsforth  Urban  District  Council,  and  the  Guiseley 
St.  John's  Ambulance. 

It  was  eventually  agreed  that  the  ambulance  service  operated 
by  the  Guiseley  St.  John’s  should  be  handed  over  to  the  Council 
for  them  to  operate  a free  service  under  a joint  Sub  Committee. 
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MILK  SUPPLY 

During  tho  year  203  samples  of  milk  were  taken,  14  for 
Methylene  Blue  test,  172  for  Resazurin  test,  7 for  the  Phosphatase 
test,  and  10  for  Bacteriological  examination,  all  of  these  tests 
were  carried  out  in  your  own  Department’s  laboratory. 

There  are  40  registered  farms  in  the  district  of  which  two 
produce  Tuberculin  tested  and  seven  Accredited  milk. 

One  licence  is  issued  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk  in  the 
district  and  one  licence  for  the  bottling  of  Tuberculin  Tested 
milk  other  than  at  the  place  of  production. 

FOOD  INSPECTION, 


The  following  is  a list  of  food  condemned  during  the 
past  twelve  months:- 


Noodles 

80  lbs. 

Biscuits 

198  lbs 

Oranges 

1005  lbs. 

Carrots 

2352  lbs 

Russet  Apples 

514  lbs. 

Butter 

24-^lbs 

Fish  cakes 

60  lbs. 

Ham 

21  lbs 

Grape  fruit 

316  lbs. 

Wheat  flakes 

126  lbs 

Eggs 

924 

Oatmeal 

56  lbs 

Mackerel 

23  lbs. 

Bacon 

61  lbs 

Grade  1 Salmon 

1 lb. 

Chopped  Ham 

5 lbs 

Peas 

1 lb. 

Swiss  rolls 

786  lbs 

Beans 

3 lbs . 

Plums 

172  lbs 

Evaporated  milk 

1 lb. 

Meat  & Vegetables  1 lb. 

Tongue 

6 lbs  . 

Saussage  meat 

1 lb. 

Imported  jam 

2-p-lbs . 

Vegetables 

2 lbs 

Cod  fillets 

114  "'lbs. 

Soup 

|lb. 

Apricots 

25  lsb . 
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SANITARY  .A  c 01:1 lOEATION . 

There  are  approximately  41  privy  middens  and  pail  closets 
left  in  the  district  mostly  due  to  parts  of  the  district  not 
being  sewered,  or  property  which  is  either  condemned  or  likely 
to  bo  in  the  near  future.  There  are  also  about  15  waste  water 
closets . 

The  Rawdon  National  School  were  still  served  with  water 
trough  closets,  these  were  converted  to  modern  flush  down  water 
closets  during  the  year. 


Sim^GE  AND  DRAINAGE 


Much  time  was  spent  on  the  pollution  of  the  Tranmire  Beck, 
and  in  the  first  instance  was  found  to  be  polluted  from  the 
Bristol  Aircraft  Co.,  Guiseley.  Certain  drains  were  disconnected 
which  curtailed  the  gross  pollution  of  oil,  but  traces  of  oil 
were  still  to  be  found  in  the  beck.  The  company  have  now  left 
the  district  and  the  pollution  has  ceased. 

Sewers  were  laid  at  the  Springfield  Farm  Estate,  Rawdon 
for  the  new  council  houses. 

The  districts  of  Hawksworth,  and  West  Chevin  still  remain 
to  be  sewered. 

Rat  baiting  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  during  the  year, 
577  manholes  were  baited  and  only  15  takes  were  made,  and  these 
chiefly  in  surface  water  culverts. 
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WATER  SUPPLY . 


During  the  year  64  samples  of  water  were  taken;  32  for 
chemical  examination,  4 for  plumbo  solvency,  and  28  for 
bacteriological  examination. 

Further  investigations  were  made  along  with  the  Manager  of 
the  Yeadon  Waterworks  Company  in  regard  to  the  deposition  of 
solids  in  the  water  supply  of  the  district. 

Various  firms  of  water  engineers,  analysts,  etc.  Dr.  Southgate 
the  Director  of  the  Department  of  the  Water  Pollution  section  of 
the  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  Board  were  consulted. 

The  deposits  consist  of  alumina,  silica  and  manganese,  the 
Water  Pollution  Research  Board  suggested  the  adjustment  of  pH 
of  water  to  7*0  before  filtration  by  addition  of  lime,  frequent 
check  of  pH  value  of  water  leaving  the  filters,  when  pH  value  drops 
below  5»S  filters  should  be  back  washed  with  an  injection  of 
sodium  carbonate,  the  water  leaving  the  works  should  eventually 
have  a pH  value  of  9*0  to  9*5. 

The  engineering  firms  suggested  the  installation  of  a Pilot 
plant  which  would  control  the  coagulation  of  alumina  by  using  a 
small  dose  of  lime  and  sodium  silicate  in  suitable  settling  tanks, 
then  raising  the  pH  by  addition  of  further  lime  and  chlorination 
at  the  same  time  to  remove  manganese,  the  water  being  given 
twenty  minutes  contact  after  this  treatment  between  reservoir 
and  filters. 

A new  main  was  laid  up  Hillings  Lane,  Hawksworth  to  supply 
the  existing  bungalows  which  had  an  inadequate  supply,  a combined 
joint  service  pipe  being  laid  from  the  main  to  the  bungalows  at 
the  expense  of  the  owners. 

The  Yeadon  Waterworks  Company  also  laid  a new  main  to 
Cragg  Row,  Rawdon  to  replace  the  existing  joint  service  pipe. 

REFUSE  DISPOSAL 

During  the  past  year  2671  loads  of  refuse  have  been  collected 
including  house  and  trade  refuse  and  the  emptying  of  privies,  etc., 
the  total  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  during  the  jrear  was 
£4,851  which  shows  an  increase  of  £319  on  the  previous  year. 

Tipping  was  carried  out  at  the  Hawksworth  Lane  Quarry,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  this  tip  will  be  completed  during  the  1945  - 46 
financial  year. 
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REFUSE  STATISTICS 


Cost  per  1,000  Cost  per  1,000 


population 

house: 

1937 

- 

38 

£137*78 

£452*71 

1938 

- 

39 

£130*92 

£410*64 

1939 

- 

40 

£129*56 

£412*9 

1940 

- 

41 

£139*90 

£436  rid 

1941 

- 

42 

£169*34 

£558*3 

1942 

- 

43 

£204  .84 

£646  *76 

1943 

- 

44 

£180*61 

£596*12 

1944 

- 

45 

£179*45 

£578*2 

1945 

46 

£192  *53 

£618  *82 

Year 


SALVAGE  STaTISTICS 


Average  weight  of 
salvage  sold  per  1.000 
population.  • 


Value  of  salvage 
sold  per  1,000 
population. 


T. 

Cwt . 

Q,rs . 

Lbs . 

£ 

s . 

d. 

1940  - 41 

17. 

6 . 

- 

18. 

68. 

5. 

4. 

1941  - 42 

16. 

15. 

2. 

10. 

71. 

10. 

8. 

1942  - 43 

17. 

8. 

1. 

20. 

93. 

3 * 

9. 

1943  - 44 

16. 

5. 

1. 

6. 

82. 

6 . 

9. 

1944  - 45 

• 

l — 1 

H 

10. 

2. 

21. 

64. 

17. 

8. 

' / 
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Amount  of  , 

salvage  .uterial  sold. 

Material 

April  1940 

- March  1945.  April  1945 

- March  194i 

Weight 

T. 

Price 

£ 

Weight 

rp 

la 

Price 

£ 

Paper 

1087 

5903 

157 

1002 

Ferrous  Metals 

536 

1035 

67 

125 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

10-1; 

312 

1 

2 

18 

Rags,  etc. 

106 

1165 

9 

130 

Bottles  & Jars 

94 

666 

7 

43 

Bones 

32 

117 

2 

8 

Cullet 

42 

59 

- 

- 

Rubber 

ni 

30 

.1 

2 

Miscellaneous 

2 

22 

- 

- 

1921 

9309 

243i 

1328 

Total  yearly 

amount  of 

salvage  sold. 

Year 

Weight 

T. 

Price 

£ 

1940  - 

41 

398 

1563 

1941  - 

42 

405 

1732 

1942  - 

43 

432 

2312 

1943  - 

44 

407 

2062 

1044  - 

45 

279 

1640 

1945  - 

46 

243-t? 

1328 

2164-|- 


10657 


